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The World Health Organisation (WHO) currently recommends that, nationally, at least 95% of children are
immunised against diseases preventable by immunisation and targeted for elimination or control. Efforts must
focus on achieving 95% uptake for all children within the routine childhood immunisation programme to deliver
a future free of diseases such as measles, polio and rubella.

The latest data from the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) for January to March 2022 (Q4)
shows that MMR1 coverage at 24 months in the UK increased by 0.7% to 90.2% in the UK, but this remains
below the 95% target. Figures for England also increased compared to the previous quarter for MMR1 by

0.8% to 89.7% Vaccine uptake guidance and the latest coverage data - GOV.UK (www.goV.uk).

Table 1. Completed UK primary immunisations at 24 months by country Q4 2021-22 (numbers in
brackets denote coverage for Q3 2021-22)

Geographical area Number of local | DTaP/IPV/Hib3/ PCV | Hib/MenC | MMR1% MenB

authorities and HepB% booster’% | booster% booster%

health boards

United Kingdom 177 93.5(93.4) 89.7 (89.0) | 90.3(89.8) | 90.2 (89.5) | 89.3 (88.8)
Wales 7 95.8 (96.3) 93.5(94.3) | 93.4(93.8) | 93.9(94.3) | 93.6 (94.0)
Northern Ireland 5 95.2 (94.7) 92.0(91.5) | 92.0(91.3) [91.9(91.3) | 91.3 (904)
Scotland 14 97 (96.9) 94.0 (94.3) | 94.7(94.4) | 94.4(94.1) | 94.2(94.0)
England 152 93.0 (93.0) 89.1(88.3) | 89.7(89.1) | 89.7 (88.9) | 88.6 (88.1)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-uptake#cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-programme
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At a more local level, Hampshire and IOW is performing better than the England average on
vaccination coverage of MMR1 at 24 months, with a rise of 0.8% to 93.4% uptake in Q4 but remains
below the 95% target.

Uptake varies across the localities in Hampshire and the IOW. Of particular note, Southampton is
falling further below the 95% standard, with the gap widening after a decrease of 0.6% to 90.8% for Q4
(chart 1). Ongoing work is needed to improve coverage to ensure children and communities are
protected.

Chart 1 MMR1 % coverage at 24 months by locality Q3 and Q4 2021-22
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Good practice example England

The locality data (chart 1), hides a wide variation in uptake at PCN and practice level. PCN and practice
level data is shared with practice managers and known immunisation leads, on a quarterly basis so that
uptake can be monitored, and actions taken to support improvement. Recently the screening and
immunisation team shared ‘top 10 tips to improve vaccination uptake’ with practices (see appendix 1).

After sharing the fop 10 tips’, we approached a practice based in Southampton who consistently achieve
uptake of 95% and above for all childhood vaccinations to find out what they do to ensure that they reach all
their children and support them to attend for timely vaccination.

The practice was able to breakdown their approach to vaccination into three elements; immunisation
checks, routine process and follow up of non-responders/non-attenders.

When discussing the actions they carry out, the staff highlighted that their processes had resulted in
improved immunisation records and attendance for appointments. However, this could only be achieved
and sustained with the whole team working together to ensure that no child was missed.

We hope you will find the following information useful when reviewing you own processes as we work
towards achieving 95% uptake across childhood immunisations.

If practices require further information about achieving and maintaining high immunisation uptake, please
contact Lordshill Health Centre or the HIOW SIT team at:

* Lordshill HC: deena.geal@nhs.net or sarah.cox15@nhs.net

 HIOW SIT: england.hiow-sit@nhs.net

If you have any other examples of how you have improved uptake that you would like to share,
please contact HIOW SIT.
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1. Immunisationrecord checks

CHIE

Refer to CHIE if the
correct data has not
transferred across from
previous practice.

l l

registered will have
their Inmunisation
history checked.
Liaise with CHIS if
needed.
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will be sent a letter
asking for this
information/their red
book.

Appointment

Those with an incomplete
Immunisation history will
also be sent a letter to
make a nurse
appointment.

l

Immunisation Incc_:mplete Booking
Status History All further primary
Anv new child Any child without an immunisations are
Y immunisation history booke_d w'_‘"‘_’ the
parent is still in the

consulting room at
their first
appointment.
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Records

These are updated
with every
immunisation
given/refused/not
attended.

I



2. Routine process

]

P
Weekly Tasks

Admin will go
through the lists and
highlight completed

appointments,

booked
appointments and
un-booked children -
making nursing time
more streamlined to
follow up.
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Missed
Appointments

All are followed up
by phone call/text.
There is a
scheduled time for
Immunisations, but
Immunisations can
also be booked at
ANY time to suit
the family.

Re-Invite

Admin will re-send
invites again to non-
attenders.
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Inform

Named GP and
safeguarding lead
after x3 missed
appointments.
Highlighted on the
child’s records.

Collaboration

The safeguarding
lead links with the
child’s Health
Visitor to offer
home visit.
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3. Not brought/not attended follow-up process England

| -
Parent contacted with a phone
call and/or a text

STEP 2

Named GP and safeguarding lead
informed and a letter sent to
parents. Note of this is made in
child’s records.

STEP 3

®
Text/phone follow up with
parent. A more detailed
letter sent with WHO
advice, implications and
risks of not vaccinating.
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Appendix 1: Top 10 tips to improve access and uptake m

England

Immunisation Uptake
Top 10 tips to improve access and uptake

HIOW PH Screening and
SNOMED Codes Immunisation Team

england.hiow-

Check eligible patients Have enough Use the sit@nhs.net

are up to date with appointments correct i
immunisations, check for all patient SNOMED VLCIHG
for outstanding system vaccinations at code Ugdate
flags and send convenient
reminders times/locations HIOW PH Contracting

Health
Publications

Team

england.htvphcontracting@

nhs.net

Vaccine
Knowledge Project

Ensure CHIS is Keep up to Have
notified of all date with vaccination CH'S
child (0-19) vaccination information to H X
immunisations programmes give away such Healthier Together chlldhealthrecords@sout
given in the to answer as leaflets, hernhealth.nh Kk
practice patient posters, stickers hernnealtn.nns.uk
queries
Green Book
PGDs
Use online Identify and Create a call Use dedicated
resources to take action back and text phone line for
signpost patients to reduce system to patients  to book . .
who want to local barriers discuss immunisations NICE idelin
know more to vaccination or speak to an

vaccination with patients HCP


https://www.england.nhs.uk/london/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2018/03/Recommended-Codes-for-Routine-Childhood-Vaccinations-2018-Schedule-v1.5.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/Home.html
https://vk.ovg.ox.ac.uk/vk/
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/keeping-your-child-safe-and-healthy/childhood-vaccinations-essential-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south-east/our-work/info-professionals/pgd/wessex/downloads/
mailto:england.hiow-sit@nhs.net
mailto:england.htvphcontracting@nhs.net
mailto:childhealthrecords@southernhealth.nhs.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nice.org.uk%2Fguidance%2Fng218&data=05%7C01%7CImmunisation%40phe.gov.uk%7C9409d8ea4fac463cc6c608da37e7c5d9%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637883765833204965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FF4mSuDZjfdStjr2ne5BfDuVFe8d2%2FxwdWqoCa5Acjg%3D&reserved=0

